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Go you into all the world, proclaim the good news to the wao,ecreation: —he whe be- 


— 


lievethand is immersed shail be saved; and he who believeth not shai i be condemned. 


Messtan. 
> 


NO. 4. CARTHAGE, APRIL 7,1834. vol. 3. 


THE PROMISES MADE UNTO THE FATHERS. 


Promise and prophecy are two words of very frequent occurrence in the holy scrip- 


tures, and worthy of a seperate definition I know not whether their difference has 
been traced out philologically by any one, but it is certain they are not synonymous, and 
are not always used by the sacred writers as indicating the same things. A matter may 
he the subject of prophecy and not bold the attitude of a personal promise. It (the 
seed of the woman) shall bruise thy head“ was delivered as a threatening to the rebel 
Angel, and not spoken as a promise to the parents of mankind whom he had seduced : 
It was, therefore, a prophecy and a threatening rather than a promise. But though 
every prophecy is not a promise, all the promises made by God, are prophecies 

The first of these words, the one we have to do with, is often taken in the New 
Testament to denote the promises made to Abraham in relation to the Messiah and his 
reign; and it is with reference to this sense of it that we submit to our readers the fol 
lowing chapter, extracted froma work published almost thirty years ago, and which 
forms one of the most extraordinary commentaries upon the promises made unto the 
Futhers which we remember to have read. It is more valuable than rubies; and the 
author has the merit of delivering himself on the subject with an ease which is all his 
own; there is nothing laboured in his reasoning; no effort to elicit any hidden and 
mysterious import; no literary agony to appear wise; no theological dignity to awe ; 
or party theology toalarm. He thinks the promises made to the Fathers, mean what 
they say; and having taken notice of this he leaves it to others more curious and more 
skilful than himself to show, that God says one thing and means another. We heartily 


7 


- 


* 


222 ͤ | 
| 
| 
— 
433 
| 
* 
| * 
— —-—— —ꝛw —ñ-‚4̈—— 
% 
3 
Bs 
We 


* 


set 


= 


— 


é 


74 3 The Evangelist. 


accord with him in these sentiments, and recommend not a bare reading of the following 
chapter, but an attentive and repeated perusal of it as containing some things relative 
to the hopes of all saints and bur gathering together to Christ, the most — and ex- 


-traordinary. 


Reader, be not alarmed at the length of the following extract; if its contents are to 
be regarded as true, then rejoice and be exceeding glad for the great grace which is to 
be brought to us at the appearance of Jesus Christ, whom having not seen we love, 


and on whom, though not looking yet believing, we rejoice with joy unspeakable and 
full of glory | 


II. Perer,i. 19, 20, 21. We have also a more sure word of prophecy ; 


whereunto ye do well that ye take heed, as unto a light that shineth in a 
dark place, until the day dawn, and the day-slar arise in your hearts. Know- 
ing this first, that no prophecy of the scripture is of amy private interpre- 
tation. For the prophecy came not in old time by the will of man; but 
Holy men of God spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghost. | 


Tue subject before me, contained in these verses, is great, and import- 
aut, and worthy of being attended to by every lover of Jesus. With all the 


light I have received from the scriptures, and from the writings of those who 


have searched the prophecies, I feel a diffidence, while looking through the scene 


of prophecies concerning what has taken place, is now fulfilling, and will be ac- 
complished, when dhe mystery of God shal] be finished, as he hath de lared 


o his servants the Prophets.“ 


The Apostle Peter in these verses, considers the prophecies the sure word, as 
it respects what had already taken place, and as to what would be hereafter. 


These words contain three particnings, which I shall attend to in the follow- 
ing Sermons. 


Ist. Explain the meaning of the word—Prornecy. | 
2d. Speak of the light it affords us in this dark world. 


3d. The duty enjoined on all, which is, to take heed to it, until 
the day shall dawn, and the day-star arise. 


I. The meaning of the word—Prornecy, 


The original meaning of this word is, foretelling future events, or making a 
thing known before it is seen. This can only be done by Him, who can declare 
the end from the beginning : and those to whom God reveals future things. This 
is the account given of prophecy in the text:“ Holy men spake—moved by the 
Holy Spirit.“ The Apostle has made particular mention of some of the pro- 
phecies delivered by the Prophets, concerning the sufferings of Christ, and the 
glory which should follow. It was revealed to them that Christ should suffer 
and be glorified, and that others should see what they knew would come to pass, 
and that they should not see the things which the Apostles saw. 
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1 Peter, i. 10, 11, 12, Of which salvation the Prophets have inquired and searched 
diligently, who prophecied of the grace that should come unto you, searching what, 
or what manner of time, the Spirit of Christ which was in them did signify, when it tes- 
tified before-hand the sufferings of Christ, and the glory that should follow; unto whom 
it was revealed, that not unt themselves, but unto us they did minister the things 
which are now reported unto you by them that have preached the Gospel unto you with 
the Holy Spirit sent down from heaven: which things the Angels desire to look into.” 


Were there no prophecies in the scriptures, fulfilled, we might doubt the truth 
of those which are to be accomplished, There are multitudes which have been 
fulfilled with the greatest exactness, others which are fulfilled in our day; and 
there is no room left to doubt that all will finally come to pass in the most exact 
order, 

The prophecies concerning Jeon Christ from the time he was born until be: 
was taken up into heaven, are astonishing, and were accomplished in the most 
literal sense, and this is the most certain way to understand the prophecies yet 
to be fulfilled. 

If the prophecies do not mean what they say, I cannot see how they are a 
light shining in a dark place. 

The prophecies concerning Jesus Christ have certainly been fulfilled in the 
most plain and literal sense. This may serve asa rule to understand those 
which are yet to be accomplished. 

The account of his birth was literal, or it meant as it said; though it — 
impossible that a virgin should conceive and bear a son, yet it was so, * 
to what Isaiah said, . 


Chap. vii. 14. 9 vicgin abel conceive and beat son, and shal call bis name 


Tunis is a sample of the whole of the prophecies 5 Christ. 


The prophecies which Christ and the Apostles delivered concerning the Jews 
and other Nations, have been fulfilled according to the plain letter of the word, 
and the present situation of the Jews is a proof of the truth of the prophecies, 
and cannot be denied by those who will acknowledge the truth of what is plain 
in Our day to every observer. I might mention the prophecies of the overthrow 
of Nineveh, Babylon, Tyre, and other places, which have been fulfilled exactly 
according to the words of prophecy, but this is not needful in this work. 

The prophecies yet to be fulfilled, and which will come to pass in the same 
manner the others have, respect a number of great and glorious events, plainly 
revealed, and recorded in the scripture of truth; and may be summed up in the 
following particulars : 

1. The promises made to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, concerning the land 
of Canaan, | 
2. The covenant made with their posterity at Mount Sinia. 


3. The new covenant which God will make with the n of en 
in the latter days. 
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4. The return of the Jews to the land of Canaan. | 

5. The appearance of Jesus Christ on the Mount of Olives after the return of 
the Jews. 

6. The thousand years of Christ's reign upon the garth. 

7. What will then take place in the world. | 

8. The temporal and spiritual blessings which will then be enjoyed. 

9. The holy house which will then be built in the land of Canaan. 

10. The flourishing state of the land of Canaan in the 3 years of 
Christ’s reign upon earth. 

11. The waters which will flow through the land of Canaan in the thousand 

12. All nations will then meet in that land from year to year to worship the 
ming. 

13. All nations will speak one . 

14. Satan will be let loose ſor a little season at the close of the thousand 
years. 

15. The general resurrection and last judgment. 

16. The punishment of the wicked at the day of judgment, when they will 
be burnt up like the tares in the earth which will then be a lake of fire. 

17, The new heavens and earth which will be after the first heavens and 
earth are passed away. 
18. The new Jerusalem where the saints will dwell for ever after al the wick- 
ed are punished with the second death. 


phecies concerning these great and important things — in ‘ee above 
eighteen particulars, of things to come. age | 


and 
for the time is at hand.“ 


I. The first thing to be noticed n 
and Jacob concerning the land of Canaan. a 


kingdom of Carist, the seed of Abraham appears to be laid in the promises made 
to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. On this account it is proper to begin here, by 
considering the bounds of the land promised to them and their posterity. 

This is the land called Emmanvew’s, where he was born, where he preached, 
suffered, died, rose again, from which he ascended, and where he will return to 
reign a thousand years, when “all nations shall call him blessed, and wars shall 
cease to the ends of the earth.” This is mentioned by Isaiah, | 

Chap viii, 8, “And he shall pass through Judah; he sball . he 
shall reach even to the neck ; ; and the stretching out of his wings shall an the breadth of 
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The Lord promised this land to Abraham first, then to Isaac, last to Jacob. I 
here quote what was said to each of them. 


I. To AprnanaM. Gen. xii. 1, 2, 3, 4,5,6,7, “ Now the Loa had said unto Abram, 
get thee out of thy country, and from thy kindred, and from thy father’s house, unto a» 
land that I will shew thee. And I will make of thee a great nation, and I will biess thee, 

. and make thy name great; agd thou shalt be a blessing; and I will blees them that bless 
thee, and curse him that curseth thee; and in thee shall all families of the earth be 
blessed. So Abram departed as the Lord had spoken to him, and Lot went with him; 
and Abram was seventy and five years old when he departed out of Haran. And 
Abram took Sarai his wife, and Lot his brother's son, and all their substance that he 
had gathered, and the souls he had gotten in Haran; and they went forth to go to the 
land of Canaan; and into the fand of Canaan they came; ahd Abram passed through 
the land unto the place of Sichem, unto the plain of Moreh. And the Canaanite was 
then in the land. And the Lord appeared unto Abram, and said, unto thy seed will I 
give this land; and there builded he an altar unto the Lorp, who appeared unto him.” 

Chap xiii. 14, 15, 16, 17. And the Lorp said unto Abram, after that Lot was sepa- 
rated from him, lift up now thine eyes, and look from the place where thou art, north- 
ward, and southward, and eastward, and westward; for all the land which thou seest, 
to thee will I give it, and to thy seed for ever. And I will make thy seed as the dust of 
the earth; so thatifa man can number the dust of the earth, then shall thy seed also be 
numbered. Arise, walk through the land, in the length of it, and in the bréadth of it; 
for I will give it unto thee.” 

Chap. xv. 5, 6, 7, 8, 18, ien bias ebend used and said, look now to- 
wards heaven, and tell the stars, if thou be able to number them; and he said unto him, 
so shall thy seed be; and he believed in the Lonp; and he counted it to him for righte- 

—ousness, And hesaid unto him, | an the Lon v that brought thee out of Ur of the Chal- 
does, to give thee this land to inherit it. In that same day the Lonp made a covenant 
with Abraham, saying, unto thy seed have | given this land, from the river of Egypt, 
unto the great river, the river Euphrates ™ 

Chap uli. 8. And 1 will give unto thee, ond to — onl after hac the land 
wherein thou art a stranger, all the land of Canaan, for an everlasting possession ; and 
Iwill be their God.“ | 7 

Chap. xxii. 15, 16, 17, 18. And the Angel of the Lorp called unto Abraham out of 
heaven the second time, and said, by myself have I sworn, saith the Lorn; for because 
thou hast done this thing. and hast not withheid thy son, thine only eon; that in bites- 
ing I will bless thee, and in multiplying I will multiply thy seed as the stars of the hea- 
ven, and as the sand which is upon the sea shore; and thy seed shall possess the gate of 

hast obeyed my voice.” . 


Here is what was promised o Abraham n of Canaan. Can 
any person of common sense suppose that God fulfilled all promised to him 
while he lived a stranger in that land having no possession at all, living a stran- 

er and a pilgrim? There is something greater than this for him; which shall be 
given him when he shall rise again with the other saints and reign there with 
Christ a thousand years, 


2. We will notice what was promised to Isaac. 


| Genesis rxvi. 2, 3, 4, 5. “And the Loup appeared unto him, and said, go not down 
unto Egypt; dwell in the land which I shall tell thee of. Sojourn in this land, and 
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Will be with thee, and will bless thee, for unto thee, and unto thy seed, will I give al! 
these countries; and I will perform the oath which I sware unto Abraham thy father 
and Iwill make thy seed to multiply as the stars of heaven, and I will give unto thy seed 
all these countries, and in thy seed shall all the nations of the earth be blessed; because 


“Abraham my statutes, and 
my laws.” 


Lastly, let us see what was said to Jacon land. 

Gen- xxviii. 13, 14, 15. “And behold the Lord stood above it, and said, I em the 
God of Abraham thy father, and the father of Isaac ; the land whereon thou liest, to 
thee will Igive it, and to thy seed. And thy seed shall be as the dust of the earth; and 

thou shalt spread abroad to the west, and to the east, and to the north, and to the south; 
and in thee, and in thy seed, shall all the families of the earth be blessed. And, behold. 
Ian with thee, and will keep thee in all places whither thou goest, and will bring thee 
again into this land, for I will not leave thee, until I have done that which I have spo. 
ken to thee of.” 

Chap. xxxv. 10, 11, 12. „And God said unto him, thy name is Jacob; thy name 
shall not be called any more Jacob; but Israel shall be thy name; and he called his 
name Israel. And God said unto him, 1 am God Almighty ; be fruitful, and multiply ;~ 
u a nation and a company of nations shall be of thee, and kings shall come out of thy 
_ foins: and the land which I gave Abraham, and Isaac, to thee I will give it, and to thy 

seed after thee will I give it.” 

Chap xiviii 3, 4 Jacob sold unto God Almighty appeased unto. me 
at Luz in the land of Canaan and blessed me, and said unto me, behold, I will make thee 
fruitful, and multiply thee, and I wil) make of thee a multitude of * ane 
this land to thy seed after thee, for an everlasting possession.” 


These promises made to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, were mentioned again 
by the same God, to Moses, in 


Exodus, vi. 2,3, 4, 5. And God spake unto Moses, and said unto him, I em the Lord; 
and I appeared unto Abraham, unto Isaac, and unto Jacob, by the name of God 
Almighty ; but by my name Jzewovan was! not known to them. And I have aso esta 
blished my covenant with them, togive them the land of Canaan, the land of their pil- 
grimage, wherein they were strangers And I have also heard the groaning of the chil. 
dren of Israel. whom the Egyptians kept in bondage; and I have remembered my cove 
pant. And I will bring you into the land, concerning which I did swear to give it 
to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob; and I will give it to you for an heritage ; I am the 
Lord.” 


Having quoted what was said to Abraham, Isaac, Jacob and Moses concera- 
ing what is said of the land, called Eanraxvet’s, where he is to reign when the 
patriarchs come into possession of it, I shall add a few words. 

When God had called Abraham out of his own country, he obtained the pro 
mise of the land of Canaan, and that his seed should be numerous, and that 
God would be his. After he had proved himself faithful in the last trial of offer- 
ing up his son, God then confirmed all his promises to Abraham by an oath, and 
“because he could swear by no greater, he sware by himself, saying, surely, in blessing — 


I will bless thee; and in multiplying I will multiply thee. And eo, after he hed patient 
ly endured, he obtained the promise.” Heb. vi 13, 14, 15. 


The same blessings respecting the land, a numerous seed, and that the Lonp 
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should be his, were promised to Isaac, and Jacob, who obeyed after the example 
of Abraham; so that the same covenant was confirmed to them, and will stand 


until it is completely fulfilled in evéry word, as the Lord has promised, accord- 
ing to the words of David, in 


Psalm, ev. 8,9, 10, 11, 12. “ He has remembered his covenant for ever, the word which 
he commanded to a thousand generations: which covenant he made with Abraham, 

and his oath unto Isaac ; and confirmed the same unto Jacob for a law, and to Israel for 
an everlasting covenant; saying, unto thee will I give the land of Canaan the lot of 
your inheritance ; when * „ and stran- 

gers in it.” 


Many people think that the covenant made with Abraham contained only | 
temporal blessings; we might as well say the everlasting Gospel contains only 


temporal blessings. ‘The land of Canaan for an everlasting possession does not 
look as though it was temporary, or for a little while. That the Lord would be 


their God for ever, does not appear teinporary. There is no person on earth — 
who can wish to enjoy more than what was promised to Abraham, Isaac, and 


Jacob, in the covenant which God made with them. They were believers, and 
Abraham is the father of all them who believe. In this covenant are contained 
all blessings, temporal, spiritual, and eternal. 


which is worthy of notice, which proves that Abraham's title to that land stands 


good now; and that is, that the covenant made with the posterity of Abraham 


at mount Sinai, cannot disannul or make this promise to Abraham, Isaac, and 
Jacob of none effect. Their title to it is the same as though that ee 
which is now done away, had never been made. Paul says, 


Gal. ili 16, 17, 18. Now, to Abrahamand his med were the promises made; he saitir 
not, and to seeds, as of many ; but as of one, and to thy seed, which is Christ. And this 
I say. thet the covenant, that was confirmed before of God in Christ: The law which 
was four hundred and thirty years after cannot disannul, that it should make the pro- 


mise of none effect. For if the but 


God gave it to Abraham by promise.” 3 
This proves that there never has, nor never will bee any l to prevent 


the complete accomplishment of all which God has promised to Abraham, Isaac, 


and Jacob, and Christ his seed, as it respects the land of Canaan. All is not 
yet accomplished, therefore it is yet to be done. 

Lest some should think there is not enough said to prove that. Ahram, Isaac, 
and Jacob, will at a future period rise, and live in the land of Canaan, under 
the reign of Christ, I will here . which I think cannot be 
contradicted by any reasonable person. 


In the first place, God promised the aad of Cann u Abram fr a pox 


session, as well as to his seed. 


Gen. xiii. 13. “For all the land which though seest, to Tarr wos 
seed for ever.“ 
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It is a certain fact, that Abraham oat. e erer 
| 


Acts, vi 4, “9 “ ‘Then came he (Abraham) out pa land of the Chaldeans, and dwelt 
in Charran; and from thence,when his fathar was dead, he removed him into this land. 
wherein ye now dwell; and he gave him none inberitance in it, no, not se much as to 
set his foot on; yet he promised that he would give it to him for a possession, and to 
his seed after him; when es yet he had no child.“ 


This shews that Abraham did not possess that land while he lived, but was a 
stranger in it ail his days. 

It is evident from Paul’s writings, that the Patriarchs died without receiving 
the promises respecting this * and that they considered the promises afar 
off, even at their death. 


Heb, xi 8, 9, 10,13, 14, 15,16 „By faith Abraham, when be was called to go out inte 
a place which he should after receive for an inheritance, obeyed , and he wert out, not 
knowing whither he went. By faith he sojourned in the land of promise as in a strange 
country, dwelling in tabernacies, with Isaac and Jacob, the heirs with him of the same 
promises ; for he looked for acity which had foundations, whose builder and maker is 
God. These all died in faith, not having received the promises, but having seen them 
afar off, and were persuaded of them, and embraced them, and contessed that they were 
strangers and on the earth. [See Genesis, xxiii. 4. am a Srraworr and a 
sojourner with you.” Gen. XXVII. 9. The days of the years of my Piceaimacx arc 
an hundred and twenty. Chronicles xxix. 15.— Psalm, XXXIX. 12, and cxix 19.) For 
they that say such things, declare plainly that they seek a country. And truly if they 
had been mindful of that country from whence they came out, they might have had on 
opportunity to have returned; but now they desire a better count r, that is an heavenly ; 
wherefore God is not ashamed to be called their God; for he hath prepared for them a 


city.” 


One thing here is remarkable, and that is what is said in 


Verse 16. “ But wow they desire a better country, that isan heavenly ; wherefore God 
not ashamed to be called their God, for he hath prepared for them a city. 


Paul mentions the whole of what took place before their death in the past 


tense; but in this verse, he speaks in the present time; “but now they desire a 
better country. Why now? 
the time when Paul wrote this Epistle. , 
When Jesus gave up the Ghost on the Cross, it is said, 
Matthew xxvii. 52, 53. “ And the graves were opened, and many bodies of the saints 
holy city, and appeared unto many | 


mised them in the land of Canaan, 
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The Evangelist. 


What Jesus Christ said to the Sadducees concerning Abraham, Isaac, and 
Jacob as a proof of the resurrection, seems to agree with this account. 


Matthew xxii. 31,32. “ But as touching the resurrection of the dead, have ye not read 
that which was spoken unto you by God, saying, I am the God of Abraham, and the 
God of Isaac, and God of Jacob? God is not the God of the dead but of the living.“ 


What Christ said in these verses, silenced the Sadducees. What he said 
reads thus to me—If God is the God of these three men, he must and will fulfil 
all the promises to them which he has confirmed by an oath; they died, not 
having received the promises; and of course, they must have an existence to 
receive what God has given them; their spirits live, and God cannot fulfill all 
he has has promised unless their bodies rise from the dead; there must be a re- 
surrection, or God will not prove himself a God of truth. Christ in this way 
proved the resurrection to those who had before denied it, so that they ac- 
knowledged it by their silence. 

Another thing proves that they will yet possess the land of Canaan, that i is, 
that in Abraham as well us in his seed, all the families of the earth shall be 
blessed; that time has never been, and therefore it is yet to be.—One proof 
more is, that neither Abraham nor his posterity, has ever yet peaceably — 
ed all the country which God said they should possess. : 

I will mention only one thing more to prove that Abraham and his seed will 
peaceably possess and enjoy what God promised; and that is, that the blessings 
promised to Abraham's seed, as it respects the land of Canaan, are entirely with- 
held from the seed of Abraham, the Jews; they have been cast out of that 
land for almost two thousand years, though Paul declares that all these promises 
remain and that in a future day they will be delivered out of their present scat- 
tered, distressed situation. 7 


Rom. xi. 96, 97, 28, 29. There shall come out of Zion the deliverer, and shall turn 
away ungodliness from Jacob. For this is my covenant unto them, when I shall take 


away their sins, As concerning the Gospel they are enemies for your sakes; but as ts 


touching the election, they are beloved ſor the Fathers’ sakes * the gifts and calling 
of God are without repentance.” 


The covenant of promise made to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, remains as 
firm this moment as it did the night God shewed Abraham the stars of heaven 
as a proof of a numerous seed; as when he told Isaac not to go into Egypt; but 
to dwell a pilgrim in the promised land; as when Jacob dreamed of the ladder, 
and heard the promise, “ unto thee will I give this land.“ The covenant is 
never called an old one ready to vanish away. It is never called the first co- 
venant nor a faulty one, nor a broken one; all these things refer to the covenant 
made with the posterity of Jacob at mount Sinai. Had this been faulty, there 
would be room for another. Had it waxed old, it would vanishaway. While 
I view this covenant which is made and wili certainly be fulfilled in due time, I 
cannot but exclaim, O how wonderful are the ways of God to man! In the 
words of Paul to man on this subject I cannot forbear saying; 


“ 0 the ci of the riches, both of the wisdom and knowledge of God ! How unsearch- | 
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able are his judgments, and his ways past finding out! For who hath known the mind 
of the Lord? Or who hath been his counsellor? Or who hath first given to him, and it 
shall be recompensed unto him again? For of him, and thrcagh him, and to him, are 
all things; to whom be glory for ever. Amen.” Rom. xi. 33, 34, 35, 26. 


These few prophecies and remarks may shew the reader some of that light 


which the scripture prophecies afford those who take heed unto them as a light 
shining in a dark place. 


ANS VER Tr! MR. 


2, page 24. 


W i that afwr having a1 ro what Mr. Lynd submitted on the 
subjecis aal notice of his numerous questions: 
we shall! em pen et down his questions in order numeri- 
cally; accompa. | aas we imagine they deserve. 


Ques. Ist. Me. Ly says the passage is capable of transposition, and asks, 
*have you shown that it is not!“ 


Ans. Ihave now shown that, grammatically, logically and critically, it is 
absolutely incapable of transposition; and that, if you move it at all, you do it 
arbitrarily, presumptuously, in violation of the Greek and English texts, and 
without support, I believe, from any scholar, or Christian that has ever existed 
from this day backwards to the Day of Pentecost when it was spoken. 

Ques. 2d. Is the original Greek in no case capable of transposition in ren- 
dering it into English? 

Ans. This is too childish, but I answer yes. 

~ Ques. Ird. Perhaps you do not know that the New Testament was written 
in Greek. Is Greek idiom, English idiom! | 

Ans. Idiom, I believe, means peculiarity of phrase; and respects language: 
each of these languages then has its peculiarities; but neither an inverted nor 
a natural order is pecular to either, but common to both. Read Thompson or 
Milton, and there the English language is, in some instances, as inverted as the 
Greek, in some instances, is in Homer or Hesiod; and read the 38 verse of the 
2d Chapter of the Acts, and there the order is equally natural in both. 

Mr. Lynd will, perhaps, cundescend to inform us whether the New Testament 
was written in Greek; perhaps he has made a discovery; our readers are anx- 

ious to learn the truth in the case. 

Ques. Sth. If remission is not absolutely connected, with either Faith, Re- 

pentance or Baplism alone, —let these questions be answered. Is reinission 
absolutely connected with the observance of the whole? 


Ans. Please listen to Peter: Repent and be baptized every one of you in 
the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins. This is connecting it abso- 


-Jutely with the observance of the whole. But anxious to make out two ways, 
you ask. 
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Ques. 6. If \the whole are not obeyed, can a person be forgiven, who is dis- 
obedient to any one of the three ? 


Ans. You acknowledge, that without Faith it is impossible to please 
God, and, consequently, that the person who is devoid of this first principle of 
all revealed religion, cannot be forgiven ; you will admit also, that the man who 
believes and does pot repent, must perish ; Christ has asserted this even of his 


professed Disciple. ‘The question then is, whether a person who believes and 


repents, can Be forgiven if disobedient when Christ commands him to be bap- 


tired for forgiveness. To this we reply, that obedience:to Christ, is essential 


and indispensible in the Christian Religion; for at his second appearance he will 
not pardon, but destroy those who obey not the Gospel.“ We repeat there 


fore, the good old way, the true, the holy and the just old-way i is, that faith re- 
pentance and baptism are necessary to actual pardon. 


Ques. 7. Have persons who have exercised repentance towards God, and 


faith towards our Lord Jesus Christ, and have not ser baptized, ever received 
the forgiveness of their sins? 


Ans. What is that to thee, or to me? We know 


pents, and is baptized, has forgiveness of his past sins, and this is enough for us 
both as Christians and servants of the Messiah. Do you beware of “ resisting 
the Holy Spirit“ speaking to you, by Peter ajid the other Apostles. 

Ques. 8. Have persons baptized but who neither mum nor believe, re- 
ceived the remission of their sins? 1 

Ans. You have nothing to do with such a question. Mind what the Son of 
God has said and the Apostles have taught and practised ; forgiveness is con- 
sequent on faith, repentance and baptism; but you ask. 

Ques. 9. Are these merely expected of him who is a candidate for pardon ? 


Ans. This is a silly impertinent question: these rsa are not 1 * 


ell but demanded of every candidate for pardon. 
Ques. 10. Can pardon be bestowed without repentance and faith? 
Ans. It is nothing to you or me whether it can or no, seeing that with them 
it is bestowed on all who are baptized. 
Ques. 11. Can pardon be bestowed without bagtion ; and is it ever 
under the present dispensation ? ä 
Ans. These last questions are substantially the same, and scarcely deserv- 
ing of any answer. What have we to do with what canbe or may be? The 
blessed Father can do und may do and has all right to do what ever he pleases; 
but we are only sure that he will do what he has said: he may or may not do 


what we imagine, think, or expect, but the holiness of his character and nature, 


makes it impossible for him but to do what he has said. Itis impossible for God 
to lie, the person who believes, repents and is baptized must be forgiven, God 
has ordered things thus, and with any thing else we have nothing to do. Truth, 
you say, is the same in February that it was in January: remember that it is 
also the same now it was on the Dar of Pentecost. Yea, I say unto 5 

Lynd, remember. 

Ques. 12. — sir, When are men forgiven if not when * repent and 
believe in Christ? 


* — 


é 
* 


* wet 


= 
* 
$ 
¢ 
A 
7 
> $ 
: 
Sy hy 
* 
4 
| 
ay 
17 
— 
— 
* 
34 
* 
— 
% 
5 
* 
+f 
* * 
, 
8 
% 
4 
ay 
K 
. 
a ¥ 
> * 
* 
> 
4 
a 
4 
5 
xe 
* 
* 


— 22 ” 
— 
— 


81 “The Evangelist. 


Ans. If they are not forgiven when they repent and believe in Christ, they 
are forgiven when they repent, believe and are baptized; and this is all we need 
to know. If we are Ministers let us stick to our text. Peter was a better 
preacher and a more correct speaker than either of us. 

The Gospel of Christ is always one, and yet it is made up of several items, 
just as the same body is made up of many members, Like a die, the Gospel 


can be turned round and viewed on several sides; it has its principle of action, 


its practices, its privileges, its sentiments and ordinances. One of its privileges 
is pardon or justification. When, therefore, it became a question in the early 
church, whether this pardon was to be administered on account of works of lat, 
the Apostle declared that in our religion justification obtained on the piinciple 


of faith; now faith is the exclusive principle of action and of salvation in the 


Gospel; the motives which influence our practice or obedience, may be many, 
but the principle itself must ever be one, viz. faith; ‘ for,’ says the Apostle, 
without faith it is impossible to please God ;’ but does principle set aside prac- 
tice, or destroy the intent of the ordinance of the Gospel? When the Apostle 
reasons, that justification is by the principle of faith——is it for the purpose of 
showing, as you would must extravagantly do, that pardon is not bestowed in 
baptisin, the proper Gospel ordinance in which the great blessing is actually con- 
fered on the man who is possessed of the very principle for which the Apostle 
reasons? 

Sir, your limited acquaintance with the Gospel of our salvation, causes you 
to throw the whole New Testament into confusion. You oppose Paul to Peter, 
and Peter to Paul: principle to ordinance, and ordinance to principle: nay, 
you set Paul against himself, for he not only reasons for faith as the principle 
of forgiveness, but he also reasons from Buplism as the otdiuance in which he 


who has faith is forgiven. See Colossians, Chap. ii. 


Ques. 13. You ask why I do not blame Mr. Campbell for transpositions in 


the new translation? 


Ans. Brother Campbell is to be praised for giving to the world a translation 
of the New Testament of so superior a character: he is not to be blamed for its 
faults, for he did not make it: but be you assured, that, if George Campbell and 
the other authors of that version, had gone to work in the hasty, inconsiderate 
and unprincipled manner you have done with the 38th verse of 2nd chapter of the 
Acts, their labours would have been the object of Bro. Campbell’s pity or con- 
tempt instead of his care and admiration. ‘The jabours and solicitude of the 
makers of that version, were wonderful! George Campbell was thirty years in 


completing the four Gospels, and made use of innumerable manuscripts, ver- 


sions, and editions. 

You say, I have paid no attention to the passage in your pamphlet, where 
Ananias says to Saul, Arise, and be baptized and wash away your sins.” 
I shall attend to this in a future number: in the mean time permit me to make 
a statement of the Ancient Gospel and then reciprocate favours by aching a few 
questions. 

The items, the great items in ai Gand, as preached and administered by 


the Apostles, are faith, repentance, baptism, remission; the Holy Spirit, and 
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the resurrection; this too is the original and rational order of these matters; 
at least you cannot prove any thing else to be the original order of them; but if 
you think you can, proceed; and I pledge myself to disprove every other ar- 
rangement you may make and espouse. : 

Let me then, answer the following questions derived from the above arrange- 
ment. 


1. Does faith come by a special operation of the Holy Spirit as Regular 


Baptists assert? No. Is remission by faith alone? No. Is the Holy Spirit 
necessary to faith? No, Can a sinner having no faith, receive the Holy Spirit? 
No. Does the man who says he can and must, speak truth? No. He con- 
tradicts his Saviour and lies: Jesus says the ‘world cannot receive’ the 
Holy Spirit. Is the Spirit given only to those who believe? Yes. Is it ever 
given to make men believe? No; Never that we have read. Have the Sects 
disordered the Gospel! Yes. Is there remission among the Sects? No. Re- 
mission is administered only by those who preach the Original Gospel. Does 
remission belong to any other Gospel? No. Are all the Gospels preached by 
the Sects the same? They all begin with special operations of the Spirit whe- 
ther they be Calvanistic or Armenian; and they all end without administering 
remission on the plan of Christ’s Gospel! their beginning and ending therefore, 
are alike. Is baptism for remission? Yes. Does the New Testament prescribe 
two ways toa sinner for obtaining pardon? No. Is there any virtue in a 


_ mourning bench or anxious seat? Yes. It will make boards for floors; but it is 


better for burning. Ought it to be burnt then? Yes,—it ought to be burnt. 
Ed. 


CHRISTIAN DECORUM. 
No. 2. 


By some unknown circumstance in our constitution we are 


naturally awed by power, we reverence wisdom, and love good- 


ness; and as it is by these cardinal points our nature holds of all 
external things, hence the Great Ruler of the Universe, in the gra- 
dual developement of his character, has exhibited, first his power 
in creation; then his wisdom in the law; and, finally, his goodness 
in the Gospel. But, as in creation, while we are astonished at 
the power of God, we loose not sight of his wisdom and goodness, 
so in redemption, as we adore his mercy, we are no less over- 
whelmed by his Divine Wisdom and by that Almighty Power by 
which he brought again our Lord Jesus Christ from the grave. 
Nature, Law and the Gospel, then, are the three great in- 
fluences employed by God for the formation of the human charac- 
ter, and there can be no doubt that were we allowed to come un- 
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shackelled within the spheres of these influences, we should be 
modelled after a most divine fashion, and be clothed with vene- 
ration, wisdom and goodness. Who shall count, or delineate with 
pen or pencil, the beautiful, the various, the picturesque, the 
grand and sublime, as they embody his power in the illimitable 


fields of nature! Or who shall fathom the ‘depth of the riches 


both of the wisdom and knowledge of God” in the divine schen e 
of human redemption! The wisdom of God was wonderfully 
displayed in the arrangement and adaptation of all the worship 
parapharnalia of the Jewish Institute, and in the moral sense of 
justice and generosity therein inculcated: Thou shalt love the 
Lord thy God with all thy heart, with all thy soul, and with all 
thy mind, and thy neighbour as thyself’ is the all predominant 
sentiment in the Law; and the Gospel is nothing more ultimately 


as respects ourselves, but this sentiment inscribed upon the 


tablets of our hearts by the Holy Spirit, waich is given to those 
who obey. 
With nature—the whole volume of nature open before us— 


with the law, the whole volume of the law before us—with the 


gospel, the whole volume of the gospel before us, What man- 
ner of persons ought we tobe!’ With these mighty moral levers 
shall we fail to give elevation to our characters? With these shall 


we ‘be weok as other men?’ No, beloved. With these we will 


be strong in the Lord. We will arise; we will ‘acquit ourselves 
like men.“ Though we have been sinners and unrighteous, the 
principle of the Gospel, its precious privileges, its high honours, 
and high destinies shall save us. The Christian Religion 
sets its author, our Prince, in the most impressive attitude before 
us, and his groans, and tears, and agonies and death, shall arouse 
us. We have vowed unto the Lord in our baptism, publicly, and 
before the Great Congregation; we will pay our vows unto the 
Most High therefore, before all the people ;—we will be righteous; 


we will be holy; we will be perfection itself. We will be perfect 
as our Father who is in heaven is perfect. 

It was said of our brethren of old see how these Christians 
love one another.’ It shall also be said of us: we are resolved we 
will love one another. We are all of us come to the Mount Zion, 
the City of the Living God, the Heavenly Jerusalem, to an innu- 
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merable company of Angels, to the General Assembly and Con- 
gregation of the first-born, to the Spirits of just men perfected, to 
God the Judge of all, to Jesus the Mediator of the New Institution, 
and to the Blood of Sprinkling, which speaketh better things than 
the blood of Abel; therefore, we will give heed to Him that speak- 
eth; we will not be rebellious. 

The worldly churches have suppressed the original enunciation 
_ of the gospel; they have been and are, wholly delinquent in his 
ordinances and commandments; they have overlooked the christian 
character which is the end of the whole institute; and have sub- 
stituted pranks, and gloomy ordinances for the purity, and joys of 
the Spirit of our God. Their very Priests are abominable; and 
what the Scottish Poet has said of the one, might with equal pro- 
priety be said of the other: 


Faith, charity and love, 

Humility, forgiveness, holiness, 

Were words, well-lettered in his Sabbath creed; 

But with his life he wrote as plain 

Revenge, pride, tyranny, and lust of wealth and power 
Inordinate, and lewdness unashamed ! 


In the midst of such circumstances the ancient gospel with the 
ancient order, and all the original honors, privileges, distinctions, 
enjoyments and hopes of Christianity, have burst upon us like a 
flood of light. Let us then, dearly beloved, walk in the light and 
by the elevation of our Caristian character, give glory to the 
great Father of life, the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
to whom be all praise, for ever and for ever. 


SILAS. 


MORE QUESTIONS. 


The following note and questions were left at our house 
a few days ago. We publish them and the subjoined an- 
swers, presuming, that others who have not obeyed the 


gospel, may, like the young gentleman who wrote them, 
_ derive benefit from the perusal of the whole together. 


Having been some weeks, engaged in a controversy with an elderly and 
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sensible gentleman whose tenets I cannot embrace, I should be thankful for 


Soe. 1. Am I correct in asserting, that faith is the first principle necessary 
to a man’s entrance into the Kingdom of Christ? 

Ans. I think you perfectly correct: without this principle it is impossible to 
please God; because without it we can recognize neither his character nor his 
existence, and by — can nelther adore nor obey him. See Heb. 
chap. xi. 

Ques. 2. Is not faith acquired by the word solely! 

Ans. Yes; solely by the word: at least it cannot be proved by scripture 


that it is acquired through any other medium; and the Apostle expressly affirms — 


that ‘faith cometh by hearing, and * en See Rom. 
Chapter x. 7. | 

Ques. 3. Can it be proved from scripture 2 men ever received the Holy 
Spirit prior to immersion ? 

Ans. Yes; Cornelius and his household who believed, received the Holy 


Spirit before immersion, but not before faith. An important difference between 


the Modern Gospel and the Original Gospel of Christ is, that the latter com- 
mands belief in order to receive the Holy Spirit: the former says, we must wait 
for and receive the Holy Spirit as necessary to belief; which is absurd, unholy 
and unscriptural. It is human and not divine. 

Ques. 4. Is the influence of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit on the hearts 
of men exerted only by the word; if not, In what manner does the Father 
draw men to the Son; and how does the Spirit act upon the will of man? 


first: 

First. Although the Divinity greatly influences those, who believe in reveal - 
ed religion, by his word, yet such are by times surprisingly affected and wrought 
upon by the beauty, grandeur, and majesty of his works. He influences us who 
believe, then, by both his words and works. 

Second. The Father draws us to the Son by what he has said of him in the 
Holy Scriptures; we are all taught of the Father to know that Christ is God's 
Be- 


Third. rebel The Holy Spirit 
is given only to the saints, and therefore your question should stand in this form. 
* How does the Holy Spirit influence the will of the Saints? By bringing to their 
remembrance the things which God the Father bas taught them in the scriptures 
concerning Jesus Christ. Ep. 


| LETTERS. 
Baotner Scorr. 


read with much edification and delight, I noticed two places, in one of which 1 


think you were not sufficiently explicit, and im the other [ think yau give a 


Ans. Your. question consists of three parts, I shall answer the first part 


In your Discounse on Tu Hon v Srrarr,” which L have 
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wrong definition. In the first you say that, “ Faith is the gift of God, and so 
is a field of corn, &c. I conceive, from the expression, that you got this idea 
from Eph. ii. 8. For by grate ye are saved, through faith, and that not of 
yourselves, it is the giftofGod.” 1 think it is grace here which is the gift of 
God, or rather the salvation which it brings. I like the paraphrase which the 
celebrated John Locke gives in his Book on the Epistles of St. Paul. For by 
God’s free grace it is that ye are, through faith in Christ, saved and brought into 
the Kingdom of God, and made his people, not by any thing you did y ourselves 
to deserve it; it is the free gift of God, who might, if he had so pleased, with 
justice have left you in that forlorn state. Faith is an act of the mind of the 
person who has it, and is founded on testimony ; and this testimony is the Word 
of God, which is the gift of God. Hence the Apostle says that, “ faith comes 
by hearing, and hearing by the Word of God.“ 

In the second place I think you give a wrong definition to the words of our 
Saviour, where he speaks of his baptism, and says, Matt. xx. 22; (Are ye able 
to drink of the cup that I shall drink of, and to be baptized with the baptism 
that I am baptized with:’ and Luke, xii. 50; “ But 1 have a baptism to be 
baptized with, and how am I straightened (or pained) till it be accomplished.” 
You seem to think that it was immersion in sufferings he alluded to here. I 
differ from you and think that it was his death, burial, and resurrection, which 
I think is a very just, and beattiful, and affecting definition, for that is what 
water-baptism is figurative of, as explained by Paul, in Romans, vi. and Ephe- 
sians, ii. 12. The cup, I think, alludes to, or is figurative of his sufferings; for 
a bitter, or poisonous and destructive draught is exceedingly disrelishable and 
loathsome ; and hence, he says, in Matt. xxvi. 39; „O my Father! if it be 

possible let this cup pass from me.” 

As I have introduced Locke, I will make a quotation from his Preface to the 
Epistles which contains a most excellent admonition to those who do not read 
and understand for themselves, the Sacred Scriptures, but suffer others to do it 
for them, and blindly and implicitly follow what they say. 

* “If [believe for myself, it is unavoidable that I must understand for myself. 
For if I blindly, and with an implicit faith, take the Pope’s interpretation of the 
Sacred Scripture, without knowing whether it be Christ's meaning, it is the Pope I 
believe in, and not Christ; it is his authority I rest upon; it is what he says 
I embrace; for what Christ says, I neither know nor concern myself. It is the 
same thing where I set up another man in Christ’s place, and make him the 
authentic interpreter of Sacred Scripture to myself. He may possibly under- 
stand the Sacred Scripture as right as any man, but I shall do well to examine 
myself, whether that, which I do not know, nay, which (in the way I take) I 
can never know, can justify me in making myself his Disciple, instead of Jesus 
Christ's, who of right is alone, and ought to be my only Loid and Master: and 
it will be no less sacrilege in me, to institute to myself any other in his room, to 
de a Prophet to me, than to be my King or Priest.“ 

Locke says, elsewhere, speaking of Fuilh coming by “the revelation of the 
Spirit of God. Thus faith, we see, is the gift of God, and with it, when men 
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by baptism are admitted into the Kingdom of God, comes the Spirit of God, 
which brings life with it:"—and, “ thus by faith in Jesus Christ, men became 
the people of God, and subjects of his Kingdom, and, being by baptism admit- 
ted into it, were thenceforth, during their continuance in the profession of the 
Gospel, accounted saints, the beloved of God, the faithful in Christ Jesus, the 


people of God, saved, Nc. —Eph. v. 25, 26; “Christ also loved the Church, 


and gave himself for it, that he might sanctify and cleanse it by the washing of 
water by the word.” Locke paraphrases thus: “ that he might sanctify and fit 
to himself, purifying it by the washing of baptism joined with the preaching and 


reception of the Gospel ;”” and in a Note to this he says, (en remati) by the 


word.“ The purifying of men is aseribed so much, throughout the tehole New 
Testament, to the word, i. e. the preaching of the Gospel and baptism, that 


there needs little be said to prove it: see John, xv. 3; and xvii. 17. 1 Pet. i. 22. 


Tit. iii. 5. Heb. x. 22. Col. ii. 12, 13, and as it is at Jarge explained in the 
former part of the 6th chapter to the Romans.” | 
CHRISTIANOS. 


The following letter is from a Brother and describes 
a scene the most pitiable that could be witnessed on earth» 
namely, a multitude of people, with numerous and divers 


leaders at their head, bent upon the conversion of sinners, 


and at the same time obstinately opposed to the means, the 
simple original means which God has provided for that pur- 
pose: abusing the people because they do not believe and 
repent ; yet declaring, that without special operations, 
they can neither believe nor repent: wishing them to be 
pardoned, yet not administering the ordinance of pardon; 
crying for the Holy Spirit, yet refusing to receive the Spirit 
in the way appointed by God. 


Hiram, Feb. 26th, 1834. 


I now fulfil my promise made to you in a former 
letter. Brothers Bosworth and Hayden have written to you respecting the 
prospects in New York and Connecticut. I shall only refer to the state of 
affairs in Vermont. Brother Hiram Austin, son of Deacon Austin, of Warren, 
with whom you are acquainted, went to Vermont last September to see an 
uncle and aunt, and when he returned he informed me, that both of them and 
six of their children were all strong in the faith of the Ancient Gospel: that 
they had got all Bro. Campbell's writings; that the new leaven was working in 
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the church, (which was a very large one) and that it had leavened about half of 
it: bis uncle was the Deacon and was standing at the head of the Reformers; 
while the Preacher was stirring up the old leven and was violently opposed. 
His uncle told him that in the town adjoining there was a lange church; the 
Preacher and congregation had embraced the Ancient Gospel, and were pro- 
gressing finely; and in several other churches the most influential members 
were beginning to read and understand for themselves; and he thinks, that in 
one or two years at most, the truth will spread there as rapidly as ever it did 
here. 


I shall now give you a short history of one of the most desperate efferts that 
ever the Regular Baptists have made in this country to recruit their armies: 


they appointed what they called a protracted meeting, to commence on the 16th 
of last month; and when the day came there were five or six Preachers and Mr. 
Barns, of Jefferson, Ashtabula county, at their head, present. The place of 
action was Garretsville. I attended on the third day in the afternoon; there 
was nothing done except that Mr. Barns preached what he called a sermon, in 
the course of which he charged the sinner with crucifying the Saviour. On the 
next evening there was an Inquiry Meeting appointed; and I supposed all in- 
quirers would be welcome; but after J got there I soon found to the contrary, 


for my presence evidently caused an uneasiness, and the preacher who knew me 


soon spoke and said, It is time this meeting was closed; and, after praying for 
the Holy Spirit to be poured out on the sinners, he spoke, and cried, I want to 
give the anxious, one word of caution, that is, I hope that you will not let any 
errors, that may be whispered into your ears, quench your serious impressions; 
and closed by saying, ‘theré is a way that seemeth right unto a man, but the 
end thereof is the way ofdeath;’ this was the 4th day evening; about this time 
the Presbyterians and Methodists united with them. I attended the 5th day in 
the afternoon and evening, and found that they were bordering on a Methodist 
camp-meeting. They got the anxious seat prepared and you never saw more 
exertion among Methodists to get sinners to the mourning bench than there was 


here to get them to the anxious seat; they even urged men to come forward 


who told them that they did not believe in Christianity. After this they began 
to pray in Methodist form, that is five or six in succession; and, at one time 
there were seven prayers put up before they arose! the great burden of which, 
was, that the Holy Spirit might be poured out on sinners. I was compelled to 
think of what the Saviour told his Disciples: ‘ When you pray use not vain re- 
petitions as the Scribes and Pharasees do, for they think they will be heard for 
their much speaking.’ On the 7th day they invited the converts when three per- 
sons appeared and were immersed. The Meeting continued ohe day longer 
which made eight days in succession, and then they stopt one day to rest. They 
then commenced again with more enthusiasm than ever, and continued two days 
longer, then closed again; and the Preachers and Deacons went to visiting from 


house to house in the day time, and held meetings in the evenings for five days; 
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and then commenced again and continued two days longer, which made twelve 
days in all, when the scene was closed by Mr. Bams;—after sermon he request- 
ed all those who obtained a hope during the meeting to stand up; and the num- 
ber was just one for every day the meeting had been held. Thus you see that, 
by labouring twelve days, they immersed 3, had 9 more that had obtained a 
hope, and 12 or 15 anxious ones, But I think it will all work for the 
best, by-and-by. Some of the most respectable inhabitants of the village be- 
came so disgusted with their meeting, that they would not go across the street to 
hear them again; and one of them told me that if the Disciples would baild a 
Meeting House in the Village, he would give the site and a hundred dollars; 
and I thought that was too good an offer to be lost: I, therefore, consulted with 
the Brethren, and we got a subscription paper written, and 500 dollars signed in 
less than two days. 

The old revolutionary colonel, Daniel Tildon, whom you immersed in Hiram 
has gone to rest: he died on the Sth of December, 1833, strong in the faith, On 


being asked by oue of his daughters, just before his death, if he felt sure of being | 


happy after death, he replied, yes; thro’ the merits of Jesus Christ. He was 90 
years old, and a few days over. Ile died in his chair. | 

Doctor Trask who was a confirmed Deist, has, by a re-examination of the 
tubject, found out that he is not deistica! in respect to the Gospel as preached by 
the Apostles, but ouly in the sectarian exhibition of it. I had a long interview 


with him a few days ago, and he told me he could not ask for any more evidence | 


of the truth of Christianity than he had got; and then said, I do believe with all 
my heart that ‘Jesus Christ is the Son of God.“ He is considered one of the 


ablest writers in this country. 

I hopé and trust you will remember us in our multiplied e when you 
bow before our Heavenly Father, that we may have his love shed abroad in our 
hearts by bis Holy Spirit given unto us in such a manner that we may be 


enabled to rejoice even in the hour of affliction. 
Brother P. will carry the love of father and all the friends to you and yours. 
And now may grace, mercy and peace be with you and us for ever and ever. 
Amen. 


Yours as heretofore. 
JOHN RUDULPH, Jun. 


Answer to the preceding. 
Dearty Potoven. 


Grace, mercy and peace to you from God and from Jesas our Lord. 
You have been greatly afflicted, I condole with you: the floods have gone over you, but 
the Lord has been yourstay; blessed be the name of the Lord. You have been chasten- 
ed, but he has not given you over to death. Grief and trouble have laid hold on you, 
but he has not taken from you his Holy Spirit. O let us magnify the Lord; let us praise 
his name for ever and ever. Who is like anto the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ who 
preserveth alive his beloved! He is the praise of all his Saints. Now may the Great 
Shepherd of the heep defend you: and through the blood of the everlasting covenant, 


. perfect you in every good work, to do his will, working in you that which is well pless: 


ing in his sight through Jesus Christ, to whom be glory forever and ever. Amen. 
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Frat Rocx, Kentucky, Jan. Jh 1834. 
Dear Broruer. 

We are progressing rather slowly in this place: we are not 
so ignorant as negligent of our duty. I have succeeded in leading the Brethren 
here into the habit of meeting every Lord’s-Day evening at my house; and also 
as many of my friends as feel disposed to assemble with us: we usually spend 
nearly an hour after we meet in asking and answering questions on such portions - 
of scripture as any Brother may pleaseto select; (all free and social.) Whenever 
a subject is thus brought before the Brethren, the President for the evening calls, 
first upon one, then upon another until the subject is fully understood, or until 
we have all the light the Brethren present can give; when, after a general song 
of praise, the presiding Brother designates who shall take part in singing, read- 
ing, praying, exhortation or teaching, without previous concert; after which if 
the evening be not too far spent, he asks if any person present has a word of ex- 
hortation &c., that now he has liberty. We try to engage as many as possible 
in the exercises, by requiring one to read and another to exhort &c. &c. thus en- 


deavouring to strengthen and encourage one another; and thus, my dear Bro. 


we endeavour to prepare ourselves for organizing a church on the Apostolic 
plan. We have no Priest among us with an exclusive right to lead in the exer- 
cises. Our little meeting seems to be doing good, and I am persuaded that if 
such a course was generally pursued it would be ä 
sequences. 
May the Lord enable us and all who love his name to adorn the e 
of God our Saviour in all things, and so to let our light shine, that we may 
at last all enter through the gates into the city of our God and the Lamb. 

Your Brother in hope of everlasting life. 


W. P. PAYNE, 


Bro. Scott, there is a Congregation of Disciples in this place numbering about 
forty. We meet every Lord's Day to break the loaf. We used, as Baptists, to 
stand on the Free Communion ground, but are now built on the foundation of 
the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ himself being the chief corner-stone. 
We have no creed but the Bible; no chapter of nonessentials. We esteem the 
word of God as living and effectual; and since we got rid of the babylonians 
thirteen or fourteen have been added to our number; seven of the ald folks ro- 
mained obdurate; two of them were Elders and one of these a Rabbi. We re- 
quest that travelling Brethren would call on us in Milton Townihip, Jefferson 
Co. Ind. two miles above where the road from Madison to Lancenburgh crosses 
Indian Kentucky creek. 

Home, P. Office. C. N. LANTHAM. 


I dave nothing in particular to say of the congrega tions on the Reserve. Since 
the 4th edition of the New Testament came to hand the following query has 
asisen in relation to the 8th verse of the 3d chap. in Jahn. If the Holy Spirit 
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proceed from God, how can it be said, as it there reads, “ that it is not known 
whence it comes, and whither it goes D. HAYDEN. 


This translation of the da fs of very, 


as well sustained by logic as it is by mere verbal criticism on the word ꝓneuma 


the translation might be received without suspicion. Ey. 


Tpbe congregation here is in a very flourishing condition. Since last Spring 
there have been many additions to our number, and the Disciples are living in 


peace and in the unity of the Spirit. Several have been immersed lately. 1 


shall mention a circumstance of some singularity. A young man, formerly s 
Presbyterian, and lately a giaduate of Jefferson College, Canonsburgh, pre- 
sented himself for immersion; and before proceeding to the water, warmly ex- 
horted those present to accompany him and obey the Gospel. Let him that 
heareth say come.“ | 

It is a pleasing matter that so many little children in your vicinity, have put 
themselves under the conduct of King Immanuel: Of such is the — of 

heaven.“ 


Pittsburgh, Pa. ROBERT FORRESTER. 


If I should say any thing in praise of the Disciples it might seem like boasting ; 
therefore I shall say but little. Myself and two more have been teaching and 
exhorting the Brethren most of whom have assembled on every Lord’s Day to 
attend to the breaking of the loaf, prayers, &c. Two were immersed a few 
weeks ago for remission; but we have been greatly discouraged on account of 
not having an efficient Evangelist. Yet those who are hearty in the cause will 
never give up the ship. The Brethren have taken fiesh courage since Bro. 
M has visited them. 


Dayton, Ohio. Me . F. GOSNEY. 


Niagara District, Dec. 12th 1833. Bro. Scort.—I proceed to give you 


an account of a Three Days’ Meeting, held in the Village of Barnsville, com- 
mencing on Saturday, the last day of November, and closing on Monday even- 
ing following. Brethren Moss, Yearnshew and Thomas were the proclaimers 

an the occasion. On Monday, Bro. Moss spoke on remission, after which, five 
persons obeyed the Gospel, being immersed by Bro. Moss, for remission of sins. 


I also immersed one, since the meeting. Many persons attended during the 


meeting, some of whom, had never heard the Gospel. The prospect is, 
that truth is gaining ground; but the opposition is very great. The Sects are 
combined against the truth, teaching the impulsive operations of the Spirit, in 
order to obedience. But the friends of the cause have nothing to fear; for truth 
is mighty and strong above all things, and will prevail. 


— 


From Mr. Wm. W. Lewis, Paris, Ten. Dear Sir.—The religious tenets 
to which your paper is devoted, has lately become quite popular in this country. 
In our town scarcely a week passes, but we have the pleasure of seeing some 
person take up the faith. Wm. W. LEWIS. 
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Wellsburgh, March 12th, 1834. Dear Walter, the Lord be with you. I 
wrote to you by Bro. Parker. I went with him to Bethany, whence I retumed 
yesterday. They are well there, and retain a very pleasing remembrance of 
your visit. I mentioned to you that 43 had been immersed at Baltimore in a 
week, but the correct account is, that in 10 days 50 persons were added to the 
church there; 38 by immersion, 12 from Mr. Findley’s (chiefly I think.) 1 


send this for the purpose of giving you the following, as my piece : not be 


ready ſor some time. 
Yours affectionately. 


R. RICHARDSON. 


From the English Journals. 
NEW RELIGION. 

Mr. Camne’s account of the New Religion called Momierism, its early perse- 
cution, and its spreading growth, is very interesting. It resembles some of our 
own sects at home: men and women of every rank meet in equality; a preacher 
exhorts the assembly; and they, if so moved, confess their doubts, hopes and 
sentiments, in the face of the assembly! ‘The author seems to partake of their 
sentiment and enthusiasm: for he says: ** This system of the Momiers, though 
perfectly simple, is concentrated and strong, and bears with it the very elements 
of success and victory. No lofty or peculiar revelations are claimed, no mem- 
ber is exalted high above the rest for imitation, but the Minister and the poorest 
of the people, the avocat and the paysan, the lady and the washer-woman, all 
meet alike on the same kindred soil, drink of the same fountain of inspiration 
on a footing of perfect equality, speak of their hopes, fears and triumphs, with 
mutual sympathy and mutual kindness. All feel that they are embarked on the 
same troubled but exciting course, that the same tide wafts them onwards for 
good or for ill; for the system is purely a spiritual one, and at the same time an 
eminently social one. The Interests of the society are admirably served by the 
private ard earnest visits of the female members to familieg and individuals; 
they enter with an air of perfect simplicity, and being seated, commence a touch- 
ing and earnest address on the subject of their best and highest interests. ‘Two 
or three of their books or pamphlets are not forgotten, and are placed in the 
hands of the hearers. They have already their own hymn-books: many of the 
pieces are of original composition, and do no discredit to the genius of the com- 
poser; and treatises also, explanatory of their sentiments, touching on the dark- 
ness that shrouds so much of the land, the supineness that lulls the spirits of its 
people, and so on. No Friend, commonly called Quakers, however, can be 
more unassuming or persevering than these female disciples, whom the rest of 
the natives call Quixotes, and regard with dislike; but if success is the test or 
a good cause, they have it, and will reap it in future years more abundantly. 
The dry, cold, comfortless system of Calvin fails every day before these humble 
but untired and determined innovators—the Socinianism that has thrown its 
_ Dlasting shadow over the shores of the lake (Geneva) begins to give way before 
the sure but noiseless march of the obscure Momiers. A few years more, and 
they will most probably, be a powerful and flourishing body of people.” 

[Carne’s letters from Suntsserland. 
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96 The Evangelist. 
* © * „» Who can these people be? They are true believers in the 
Lord Jesus Christ for thiey are banishing Socinianism. They are advocates for 
the freedom of the will, for they oppose Calvanism. They are not Quakers for 
they sing hymns, convert their neighbours, and are animated by a different sng 
rit. Nor are they Methodists for they are “all on a footing of perfect equality,” 
their “‘ system is simple,“ and they “ claim no lofty or peculiar revelations.” 
then can they be? Can it be possible that the Ancient Gospel has been 
restored to Switzerland—the land of political freedom—the land of Tell—the 
land where the scriptures were preserved untainted—the land of the Waldenses 
and Albigenses—the land sprinkled with the blood of saints and Martyrs? 
From what is said of them I should suppose that they are at most if not alto- 
gether Christians. At all events their account is interesting as exhibiting the 
progress of religious knowledge and the downfall of these permicious sects and 
doctrines which have so long lorded it over the minds and feelings of men. How 
happy that man who shall be so highly honoured as to visit those ancient Euro- 
_ pean kingdoms, and introduce there the simplicity of the truth and the blessings 
of the Gospel as it was preached on Pentecost! This indeed were an enter- 
prise worthy of a Paul. R. R. 


James Town, O. 15th March, 1834. Dear Bro. Scott. Our church is now 
undergoing expurgation, which we find as necessary to the health of the body, 
as assimilation; so far we have practised to the saving of the life of the mem- 
bers; but we find it necessary to attend strictly to the rules of practice, laid 
down by our great preceptor. An unskillful practitioner, one who is not well 
read, and who has not thoroughly studied the nature of diseases and the reme- 
dies pointed out by the great and unerring Teacher, is very apt to aggravate, 
rather than remedy the disease. We are not yet very expert practitioners 
being all students, but — to improve; none of us have been 3 more 
than three or four 

Iam rejoiced 1 ies; that you and Bro. Campbell have turned your attention 


_ to the purification of the churches; hope that we shall all be shining lights in the 


world, that we may answer the purpose of our Lord — be lighted the candle that 
it might shine. I the time is not far distant when this reformation will 
shine in deed as well asin word. If we were in practice what we are in theory, 
we should go on conquering and to conquer. r 
M. WINANS, 


— 


Ass the first principles of the Gospel, as preached in the Reformation, are eol- 

jected, aryanged and argued for in our first vol.; and as some Brethren may 
wish to posses themselves or others of it, we inform our subseribers that there 
aie still some copies of it in the office. : Bp. 
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